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Horizon Europe

Total budget: EUR 95,5 billion

Excellent Science 
(EUR 25 billion)

Global Challenges and European Industrial Competitiveness (EUR 53.5 
billion)

Innovative Europe
(EUR 13.4 billion)

European Research Council (ERC)
(EUR 16.0 bn.)

Clusters

1. Health (EUR 8.2 bn.)

2. Culture, Creativity and Inclusive Societies (EUR 2.3 bn.)

3. Civil Security for Society (EUR 1.6 bn.)

4. Digital, Industry & Space (EUR 15.3 bn.)

5. Climate, Energy and Mobility (EUR 15.1 bn.)

6. Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture & Environment 
(EUR 9.0 bn.)

EU Joint Research Centre (JRC) (EUR 2.0 bn.)

European Innovation Council (EIC) 
(EUR 10.1 bn.)

Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
Actions (MSCA)
(EUR 6.6 bn.)

Innovation Ecosystems
(EUR 0.5 bn.)

Research Infrastructures
(EUR 2.4 bn.)

European Institute of Innovation
and Technology (EIT) (EUR 3.0 bn.)

Widening participation and strengthening the European research area (EUR 3.4 billion)

Widening participation and spreading excellence (EUR 3.0 bn.)
Reforming and enhancing the European R&I system (EUR 0.4 bn.)



Cluster 2: Areas of intervention
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Democracy and Governance

Cultural Heritage and the Cultural and Creative Industries

Social and Economic Transformations



07.04.2026 Sett inn presentasjonstittel via toppmeny "Sett inn - Topptekst og bunntekst"

5

Selected calls - HERITAGE

Deadline: 23 September 2026:

- Artistic intelligence

- AI integration in CCSI work practice:

- Creative alliances

Deadline: 23 September 2027

- Societal impact of cultural heritage
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HERITAGE
Cultural Heritage and the Cultural 

and Creative Industries

Expected impact:

Proposals for topics under this Destination should set out 
a credible pathway to contributing to the following 
expected impact: 

The full potential of cultural heritage, arts and cultural and 
creative industries and sectors as drivers of both 
sustainable innovation and a European sense of 
belonging is realised through a continuous engagement 
with society, citizens and economic sectors.

Relevant EU-strategy:

A Culture Compass for Europe (2025)

Stock photo



HORIZON-CL2-2026 01-HERITAGE-01

“Artistic intelligence”: harnessing the power of the

arts to address complex challenges, enhance soft 

skills and boost innovation and competitiveness
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Projects should: 

▪ Develop tools, methods & guidance for collaboration
▪ Strengthen art–science–technology ecosystem 
▪ Address societal challenges across sectors 
▪ Generate evidence and impact assessment approaches

▪ Engage artists in interdisciplinary innovation

Demonstrate impact (choose ONE):
▪ Enhancing soft skills (creativity, critical thinking, etc.)
▪ Artist-led pilots with emerging technologies (AI, XR, immersive)

Research and Innovation Action
15 mill. EUR  (3 projects expected to be funded)



HORIZON-CL2-2026 01-HERITAGE-03

AI integration in CCSI work practice: 

catalysing innovation and competitiveness 
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▪ Assess AI readiness and identify barriers in CCSI
▪ Develop strategies, tools & guidelines for AI integration
▪ Enable co-created solutions using data and digital 

infrastructures

▪ Deliver ethical, inclusive and scalable AI solutions
▪ Strengthen competitiveness, business models and innovation 

capacity

Demonstrate impact (choose ONE or BOTH):

▪ Scalable AI pilots across value chains to drive innovation and 
efficiency

▪ Inclusive, ethical AI pilots for diversity, accessibility and 
engagement

Innovation Action
15 mill. EUR  (3 projects expected to be funded)
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HORIZON-CL2-2026-01-HERITAGE-05

Creative alliances: Fostering global 

partnerships in cultural policies and CCI 

innovation

▪ Promote international cooperation on cultural policy and 
creative industries through equal partnerships.

▪ Develop strategies and recommendations for sustainable, 
inclusive partnerships.

Two distinct but interconnected focuses:

Focus 1: Cultural and creative industries’ innovation beyond 
border.

Focus 2: International cultural relations for global resilience.

Research and Innovation Action
15 mill. EUR  (4 projects expected to be funded)
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HORIZON-CL2-2027-01-HERITAGE-07: 

Societal impact of cultural heritage

Examines how cultural heritage shapes societal
outcomes.

Analyses both positive and contested impacts of
heritage.

Generates evidence to support policy and practice

Promotes inclusive and participatory approaches

Dette bildet av Ukjent forfatter er lisensiert under CC BY-SA

Research and Innovation Action
15 mill. EUR  (5 projects expected to be funded)

https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Birkebeiner
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Some Advices
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Example of topic analysis
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Tips from evaluators

• Interdisciplinary panel: The evaluators come from different disciplines. Make sure 
that the project description is easily accessible to everyone, even if the topic is 
complex.

•
Educational text: Write simply and focused and have a common thread through
the text. Feel free to use visual elements. A good project summary is important.

•
Respond to the requirements: Clearly show that you are responding to everything
that is requested. The process is rigid and schematic – if something is left out, you
get a move

•
Consortium: Have 3-4 core partners writing the application. Start early and get
others to read through. Select partners carefully and highlight how their
contributions respond to the call.
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New partnerships in Horison Europe 
related to cluster 2



Resilient Cultural Heritage
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▪ Supports R&I to protect and restore cultural heritage
against climate change, natural hazards, and 
human-induced risks.

▪ Approved by the commission late 2025 - grant 
agreement expected spring 2026

▪ Norway participated through the Research Council of
Norway, Ministry of Climate and Environment and 
Ministry of Culture and Equality

▪ First call in 2026: Laying the foundations - risk and 
impact assessment and management



Social Transformations and Resilience
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▪ R&I programme with, but not limited to, the social
sciences and humanities (SSH) to explore and make use
of their potential to strengthen resilience, fairness, 
inclusiveness, and social cohesion in the light of changes
in climate and environment, technology, demography, 
and unexpected shocks. 

▪ Impact area:
i. Welfare services
ii.The future of work
iii.Education and skills development
iv.Just transition to climate neutrality

▪ First call: 2027
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Support and information



Brokerage event 1.-2. June in Paris
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Home | Net4Society Matchmaking Event for 2026 Cluster 2 calls

https://www.b2match.com/e/net4society-matchmaking-event/components/66468/info
https://www.b2match.com/e/net4society-matchmaking-event/components/66468/info
https://www.b2match.com/e/net4society-matchmaking-event/components/66468/info
https://www.b2match.com/e/net4society-matchmaking-event/components/66468/info


Cluster 2 Info Day
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Events | The research and innovation community
platform

https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/sAkccFozu9ewhdngHMM5P/programme
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/sAkccFozu9ewhdngHMM5P/programme
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/sAkccFozu9ewhdngHMM5P/programme
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/sAkccFozu9ewhdngHMM5P/programme
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/sAkccFozu9ewhdngHMM5P/programme
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/sAkccFozu9ewhdngHMM5P/programme
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/sAkccFozu9ewhdngHMM5P/programme
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• NCP guidence and assistance

• PES – Support for Project Establishment

• Open café

• Reading days

• Horizon Europe courses

RCN-support



Horizon Europe course offerings

Course overview

https://www.forskningsradet.no/horisont-europa/kurs/
https://www.forskningsradet.no/horisont-europa/kurs/


Proposal reading day 20. May

07.04.202623



NCP-team for Cluster 2

Anette Askedal
ane@rcn.no

"

Siv Haugan
sh@rcn.no

mailto:ane@rcn.no
mailto:sh@rcn.no
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